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Ike Copy of a Letter from Sometfet{hiteyeoncernittg a Strange 
Froft, which hath lately done much hurt about Bri&ol j tPge- 
ther withfome ufeful bints fugg^Jied upon that occafion, 

SIR, 

IHavemyfelfobfervedj and heard from others, that 
much violent Rain fell in many place* of England 
this laft Summer and Autunm 1672. And 'tis maoifeft, 
that fuch vehement (howers do wa(h and carry away the 
Soil and richcftCompoftout of the common fields into the 
Rivers, and by them into the Ocean : Which is the caufe 
of barrenefs and fcarcity of Corn, and fometimes of a 
great mortality of Men and Cattle in the following years 5 
as [ could make appear by many fad inftances. 

For a remedy againft FaminejOr to prevent it,fome good 
Men, with much zeal for the publick welfare, have ear- 
neftly (oUicited The Plantation of Orchards and Groves ^ ha« 
ving received it from a Tradition pretending to long Obt 
fervation and frequent Experience, that in thofe years, 
in which Corn moft fails, fruit, maft.chefnuts, wall-nuts, 
and fach relief from our Trees, do moft abound. But 
there is nofufficient defence againft Divine Judgoients, 
till we return to our duty. That Orchards and Groves 
will nor do it, you may fee by the Narrative following 5 

The Freezing rain, wWch fell here the ninth, renth, or 
eleventh o£ Decemlnerhi}^ (for I cannot confine the time 
exactly) hath made fuch a deflrudion of Trees in ail the 
Villages and High ways from Brtjiol coward Wells and to. 
vf^irdiShepton -Mallet, and towards Bif/"^ and Brutoti, and 
in other places of the Weft, that both for the Manner and 
Matter it may feem incredible; and is more ftrange than 
I have found in any Eoglifh Chronicle. Y"ou will have the 
proof and manner and beftmeafure of it inaTranfcript, 
v/hich I (hall here give you from a very worthy perfon 
of uiMjueftionable credit, as you or others of your Dear 
acquaintance do well know, 
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^thlmp^irgtm frofi ^faUhhe) M much difalki 
^ nmtt old Orch^rHf titfo/^ to $h j^armBitfi, tidd it con • 
•' cUtdtd withfimfgtffit tf Windj u mig^^t b^ve been offadim- 
"fortaite^: Irveigbedtbf f^firigg ofm -Afb-tr^e of juSl three 
** ^aarierd cf^pound^ rabicovp^s brought (q my Table ; the Ice 
** «» it mrightafitit$fn poufi^f p w^m what vaj melted off 
'* iy tie iandf of ihfim W^ brau^hp ^' -4 ^ery fm»il ^ent ajt 
*' toe fame time tpat produced, rpbicb had antfiste, encornpajjin^ 
*^4tf offiveinchet romdby meafurei Yet fill this tpbile, vphen 
"^ Trees dndht^ftl9fejreUiaden.19ith J,Cff then vpfum Ice to be 
**/eenonourMi»^rt4 nor {opkupb at on omfiandingfools, Nom 
** tseareferiotifiy,CQncfirtifdforff£pUnting. Datea^^^^" 

Sir, The like, or worie and more ftrapgc complaints,! 
received from feveral other places, and from Eye^ WitneG- 
(es of credit. Some Travailers were almoft loft by the cold* 
nefs of the freezing air, and freezinj^ rain. All the Trees, 
young and old^nthe high. way from Brijlol to Shefton^vztc 
fo torn and thrown down on both fides the ways, that 
they were unpaflable. By the like obftruftions the Carri- 
ers oiBruton wereforc't to return back* Some were af«- 
frighted with the noife in the Air, till they difeernec^ that 
it was the clatter of I^sy boughs dalhed one againft another 
45y the wind. Some told me, that riding on the fnowy 
Downs, they faw this freezing rain fall upon the f nowjand 
immediately freeze to Ice> without (Inking at all into the 
inow 5 (b that the fnow was covered with Ice all aIong,and 
had been dangerous, if the loe had been ftrong enough to 
bear them. Others w*re on their Journey when the Ice 
teas able to bear them ia fome places, and they were in 
great dlftreft> 

I (aid, I could not paodlually defiue the time when this 
freezing rain was moft violent and molt apparent. Dec.%^ 
much fnow fell here 5 the ninth, much rain fell here j and 
atithe fnow paflTed away, pQt ieaving an Icicle amocgft 
us. The tenth day, we had fuddain fits of cold and relax- 
ing warmnefs* On Wednefday {Dec, 1 1.) I law a young 
man, who returning home from a Journey of five msles, 
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( 5i4<5 ) 
ancf cornlpg irtto ^ warqa tQorat,^ trjred out «f extrciam for* 
mcnts in an parts of His body. Heaflwnie4,-tftat the Air, 
and ?he Winds (which were then fothewhat high) were fo 
unfugerably cold, that he was io utter defpair of coming 
home alive, yet all tl?2|t day nothfng^ but moift dew fdt 
under our feet. If we fay, the Earth did lend forth wartrt 
fteams to keeptjifs frec;^ipg rain diffdlvcfd OQ her Surface j 
whence (hall we Tay.the Air and Rain atid Winds got theft 
freezing Icicles, which opprefledmehaud plants ? When 
the.caindidFroft$ do cover our Fruit-ttees perfediy white 
(as 1 have pft-tifties feen it hold for fome weeks together^ 
.It is lo far from doinghurt t« the TrefiS, that we have it in 
a proverb for a goodfign ofaburidance of fruit in the en- 
luingyear ; But i©r this Freezing raiD,as foon as it touched 
any bough, fetl^dinto Ice, and by multiplying and en^ 
larging the Icicles' (efpeeially where ic could lay hold on 
Mofs or other afperities of theTree)it broke ail down with 
the weight. 

As foon as thefe Frofts were over, we had glowing heat j, 
which caufed a general complaint amongftns of exccffivK 
fweating, by night and day-. " The baihes and many flow- 
ers in the Garden appeared' in fuch forwardnefs , as. if it 
werein^/>r/7or M«y. I fawyoung Coleworts growing ; 
roots and leaves ; on the top, leaves of an older Colwort. 
Not far from my abode, an Apple-tree blofforacd before 
Chriftmafs : This I do riot mention for cstraordioaryvbut 
I think, tis more than ordinary, that before New-years- 
tide this Apple-tree bore Apples perfcdly knitted, and as 
big as ones fingers end, 1 had forae of thefe apples brought 
to me, which I iptended ro fend you -j but they fo withe- 
red in my pockef,that they have little refemblanccof what 
they were a fortoighl fince, when they were greea and 
plump. 

It were to be wiflied, that lome ingenious men would 
(inftead of the conjectures of weather" to comej; give a 
faithful and judicious accomptof the weather, and oihcr 
remarkable accidents aad phseoomena, as they fc»l out on 
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the fame day jtrf:tti©M'9Qth'ofthe;ycarfofegoing. Hence 
we might intiiiie^ac4W»oe upoafoaie grounds, How far 
the PQlitiooJ olPlaoets^. of ofbei« iymptoms or concomi« 
tantSjarelndicaiiveQCWeathej;^, Pjrobably we may have 
forewarniags of Deaths otFammess, Epidemical difeafes^ 
&c» and by their cai»le»t»e iaftru^ted for remedies or pre- 
vention^ Certainly, by this method we may learn more 
in few years than at random in- «U the ;;dayp;of our ihort 
lives. And, if fuCh Calenders might be had from other 
forreign and remote part8,as from t^ant^ck, , Tangier, Netv 
Englondy Bermttdott \B4zb94ot , Jam&ica , &c , we ftjould 
make a clcfcr chafe to ioveftigAte the caufe of Heai^ at)4 
Cold, coafting Ra^.,an4 coafting Winds* And this dili» 
gence would be profitable if obferved from leveral parts 
of England, Sea-coaftS, Midland, &c. 

. Neither would kiefs obi jge;pofteriiy, ifjhej who writes 
the London-Calendar j, vfovtld record at the end of every 
month ihehigheftaiid loweft price of Wheat, RyejBarley, 
Peafe, Beans, Oats, as they are fold in fome chief Market 
in London i and abftraiS in bne page th^ weekly Bill/ oC 
Births, Burials, of Malesand Females. 

And the like Galfenders are tobe^^'iflit from Paru,J^0me^ 
Venue^yiennayMadridifiQCc Mi]or iSran^ hath drawn m 
good lnfl:ru<aions,what manifold ufes may be made from 
inch informations, &c. 

It cannot be expeiSed, that we {hould foonhave it re« 
giftred under every momh^the §lua»ttty, and Weight of J^ain 
that full J every mouth, or in great (feower?, or long laftipg 
rain.Aud though this would feera adull work5 yet it wouid 
fignifie (bmething to (bme purpofes. 

Inold Hiftoricslfind, that Earthquakes, Inundations, 
Droughts, Famine.Peftllcnces, were each of them (in their 
feveral feafons,and fometimes one clofe on the heels of the 
other,) almoft univerfal over the known world; fome- 
times raging from place to plsce feveral years together. As 
the Learned iWe<«^e relateth of a Peftileuce, which in the 
days of Ga//«/ and Volufianus began in Ethiopia, and for 
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mnii^^ffiW^AiW the Ronfan Pr«>i'fiictf* ^waitaik 

0im m^QSfHi^ajliVlitet tnihi leBaJfam tenf^ttim,pe terratum. 
ASfnlaMtttb^ml htskmtSo Aorms and tempeftMQd (as far as 
f Cdt3(}d'^(>}le^)this froft, and fome winds, (more io fome 
pk«jf3 tkt^ki«>ther) did ruQ from otw place, aod break ou6 
ki-Mdth»»«tdi%ri^g tittfesaDdbynK>i*t fouroeys, aboui 
Ctffii^iltldAt^thii&.Thvadcris not often heardabove twen- 
ty tii»ki off 5 exccf^t when it rolls about in a large compafsj 
ertliefouttdis affiled by the conveyance of Woods) Fo- 
veJfts,ftivej^s of Channtls. Hence CorrefpoDdettce will be 
^ecefikry to perfe^ tbefe Regifter^. 

If ^h a K^lendtr as is he^ pft}poicd, were happily be- 
gun, the leading example would draw on and grow to a& 
ford us better Light, than bath been hitherto affured by all 
the ittnains of AOrology^ And they may make acquaine^fice 
with others, who have a geni£is,iinploymcQt%nd opporluni- 
«*8 fit td bear th* trouble sf drawing the Tabki of Weather 
and reiaatkable fatalities* FsrewartMogs may pre- 
pare us to coofult for Preventions or Remedies, 
Id the year 1629 or 1630 there was a Dearth 
KiEnglandi And much talk there was then, that in London 
they had a way to knead and ferment boyled Turneps with 
a fmall guiaotityx)! meal ; and that it made better Bread for 
whitenefs, pleafantnefs, la(|ing and wholefomnefsj than is 
made of the fioeft flower o^ wheat. Turneps, Rapes, Gar* 
rets, Parfneps, Potadoes, and other Roots Jyefafe under 
ground from fcorching heat, andarefaid to thrive beftin 
the greateft rain* Potadoet were a relief to Ireland in their 
laft famine.They yield meat and drink.But after all our dili- 
gence and contrivancesjour only fafegaard is, to jlerve him^ 
that is the Sopreme Governor and Difpofer of all 
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